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Synopsis

David Breakenridge Read (1823 & “ 1904) was a Canadian lawyer, educator, author, and Mayor of
Toronto in 1858.John Graves Simcoe (1752 & “1806) was a British army officer who saw action in
the American Revolutionary War, in the Siege of Boston. During the siege, he purchased a
captaincy in the grenadier company of the 40th Regiment of Foot. In 1777, Simcoe was given the
command of the Queen’s Rangers. He was the first Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada from
1791 until 1796.This is a well-written life of the first governor of the province of Upper Canada
(Ontario), when it was established in 1792. It gives a brief narrative of the inauguration of
representative government in that section. David Breckenridge Read, a lawyer by profession,
devoted much of his life to presenting to his countrymen the lives of their notable men. He has
enriched Canadian biographical literature. Read writes:"THERE never yet has been published a
history of the life of General Simcoe, the first Governor of Upper Canada. The pioneers of the
country and their descendants are entitled to be made acquainted with the officer who was first
entrusted with the administration of their affairs, and was the real founder of the Province. In writing
"The Life and Times of General Simcoe" | have endeavoured to recall the public acts of the first
Governor of Upper Canada in his different capacities of citizen, soldier and administrator. His career
as a soldier and officer of the " Queen’s Rangers " during the Revolutionary War naturally demands
attention. For much that | have written on that subject | am indebted to the Journal which he himself
kept during the different campaigns of the War of Independence."CONTENTS.CHAPTER
l.Introductiona "Military Career. CHAPTER II.The Campaigns Of 1777-1778. CHAPTER
lll.Campaign Of 1779. CHAPTER IV. Campaign Of 1780. CHAPTER V. Campaign Of 1781.
CHAPTER VI.Civil Government In Upper Canada. CHAPTER VII.The First Parliament Of Upper
Canada. CHAPTER VIIl.Visit To Detroit And The Mohawks. CHAPTER IX.The Commissioners’
Visit. CHAPTER X.The Building Of Fort Miami. CHAPTER XI.Establishing The Capital At York.
CHAPTER XIl.Last Days In Canada. CHAPTER XIII.St. Domingo And The Portuguese Mission.
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